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GOOSEHOLME BRIDGE AND VICTORIA BRIDGE UPDATE

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report presents an update of progress in relation to Gooseholme 
Bridge and Victoria Bridge.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 There are no direct strategic planning or equality implications in the 
report as the report is for information.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That the Local Committee note the projects for information.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Following the 2015 Storm Desmond event, damaged was sustained to 731 
Cumbria County Council (CCC) bridge assets.

4.2 Two assets which are part of the Infrastructure Recovery Programme (IRP) 
are Gooseholme Bridge and Victoria Bridge, located in the centre of Kendal 
town. 

4.3 This report provides an update on these two assets.

Gooseholme Bridge

4.4 The scope of this scheme is the construction of a new pedestrian and cycle 
bridge, to replace the bridge damaged in the 2015 Storm Desmond event.



4.5 Planning permission has been granted, with detailed design now being 
substantially complete by the Principal Designers (Story Construction and 
their sub-contractor Mott MacDonald). 

4.6 The table below outlines the activities now required and outline timeframes: 

Financial Year Quarter Activity

Q4 2020 Completion of detailed design and acceptance by 
key partners including the Environment Agency 
and South Lakeland District Council 

Q4 2020 – Q1 2021 Procurement (Expression Of Interest & Tender) & 
Governance (Key Decision Report)

Q2 2021 Mobilisation & Enabling Works

Q2 – Q4 2021 Construction

4.7 CCC is working closely with the Environment Agency regarding their 
ongoing flood defence work, as the scheme interacts with their design.

4.8 South Lakeland District Council (SLDC) are currently chairing the Kendal 
River Corridor Common Land Working Group consisting of SLDC, Cumbria 
County Council, the Environment Agency, Open Spaces Society and Friends 
of the Lake District. The aim of the working group is to address historic 
boundary issues in Kendal and update the byelaws to permit cycling.  There 
is a key benefit to getting the byelaws amended to coincide with the opening 
of the bridge.

4.9 Work on Gooseholme Bridge will require a permit from the Environment 
Agency due to the proximity to the River Kent. It is planned that most of the 
construction can take place outside of the summer working window (July to 
September) and that this will not constrain construction. 

4.10 CCC will be begin procurement of the main contractor by the end of the 
year.  Funding for the scheme is outlines in the table below:

Funding contributor Value (£)

CCC Infrastructure Recovery 
Programme

1,050,000

Sustrans 250,000

The Environment Agency 150,000

Local Authority Contribution (SLDC) 75,000



Other 186,069

Total 1,811,069

Victoria Bridge

4.11 The works consist of a concrete apron around the pier and abutment 
foundations as well as hardening of the invert using rock armour to protect 
from future scouring.  Works commenced in the river working window in 
summer 2019 but were severely impacted due to increase in river levels that 
then caused damage to the structure, resulting in works being stopped.

4.12 In March 2020 the preparation for works starting on site in July 2020 was 
impacted by covid-19 and Story Contracting staff being furloughed. This 
delayed key planning activities to be able to start on site 01 July 2020. 
Ultimately the 24-day delay that resulted would not have been sufficient to 
have completed the entirety of the works, with weather conditions adversely 
affecting river levels. A lessons learnt is being undertaken with the contractor 
on this. 

4.13 During this working window (01 July 2020 to 15 October 2020), which 
included a two week extension, there was a higher than normal number of 
days lost due to high water levels. Despite working seven day weeks where 
conditions allowed these delays have meant that only two thirds of the work 
(central span and eastern span) have been completed. 

4.14 The remaining work (western span) is delayed until summer 2021. Story 
Contracting will be submitting an amendment to their environmental permit 
to enable early access and begin work on 1st June, instead of July. The 
remaining works will take two months to complete and should therefore be 
completed by August 2021.

4.15 The bridge remains in a safe state with monitoring of all works conducted 
after significant weather events. 

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Members to note the report. 

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no direct resource or value for money implications from the 
recommendation to note this report.  (NG 23/11/20)

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The report is presented to Committee for noting and there are no legal 
implications arising at this time.  KS 09.11.2020



8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 This report is to note.

Angela Jones
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure

November 2020

APPENDICES

No appendices

Electoral Division(s): Kendal Nether, Kendal Strickland and Fell

Executive Decision No

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

NoHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

NoHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS

No previous relevant decisions.



CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers
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mailto:owen.david@cumbria.gov.uk

